
than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, 

for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the  

dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not 

raised. 
16

 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not 

been raised either. 
17

 And if Christ has not been raised, your 

faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 
18

 Then those also who 

have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 
19

 If only for this life 

we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all 

men. 
20

 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  

  1 Corinthians 15:12–20 

 

3

 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 

his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 

and 

into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept 

in heaven for you, 
5

 who through faith are shielded by God’s 

power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 

revealed in the last time.          1 Peter 1:3–5 

 

Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the 

dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in 

God.                        1 Peter 1:21 

 

Be Prepared to Explain Your Hope in Christ 
 

15

 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be 

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 

the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect, 
16

 keeping a clear conscience, so that 

those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in 

Christ may be ashamed of their slander.        1 Peter 3:15–16 

 

Hope in the Promise of Becoming  

Like Christ 
 

2

 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will 

be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he 

appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  

3

 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as 

he is pure.             1 John 3:2–3 
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Put Your Hope in the Living God 

 

9

 This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance 

 
10

 (and for this we labor and strive), that we have put our 

hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and 

especially of those who believe.            1 Timothy 4:9–10 

 

Give Aid and Hope to Needy Widows 
 

3

 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in 

need .
4

 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these 

should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by 

caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and 

grandparents, for this is pleasing to God. 
5

 The widow who is 

really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and 

continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help. 

 1 Timothy 5:3–5 

 

Put Your Hope in God, Not in Wealth 
 

17

 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 

arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 

uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides 

us with everything for our enjoyment. 
18

 Command them to do 

good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing 

to share. 
19

 In this way they will lay up treasure for 

themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that 

they may take hold of the life that is truly life.  

         1 Timothy 6:17–19 

 

Hope Rests on the Promise of Eternal Life 
 

1

 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the  

 

9. 



faith of God’s elect and the knowledge of the truth that leads 

to godliness— 
2

 a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of 

eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the 

beginning of time, 
3

 and at his appointed season he brought 

his word to light through the preaching entrusted to me by 

the command of God our Savior.            Titus 1:1–3 

 

4

 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 

5

 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, 

but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing 

of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
6

 whom he poured 

out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
7

 so 

that, having been justified by his grace, we might become 

heirs having the hope of eternal life.           Titus 3:4–7 

 

Put Your Hope in the Blessed Hope – the 

Sure Return of the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

11

 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to 

all men. 
12

 It teaches us to say ―No‖ to ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 

godly lives in this present age, 
13

 while we wait for the blessed 

hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, 

Jesus Christ, 
14

 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 

wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his 

very own, eager to do what is good.        Titus 2:12–14 

 

Place Your Hope in God’s Faithfulness  

to His Promises 
 

6

 And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised 

our fathers that I am on trial today. 
7 

This is the promise our 

twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly 

serve God day and night. O king, it is because of this hope 

that the Jews are accusing me.          Acts 26:6–7 

 

13 

When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was 

no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself,  

14

 saying, ―I will surely bless you and give you many 

descendants.‖ 
15 

And so after waiting patiently, Abraham 

received what was promised. 
16

 Men swear by someone 

greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is said 

and puts an end to all argument. 
17

 Because God wanted 

to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to 

the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 

18

 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it 

is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of 

the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. 
19

 We have 

this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters 

the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 
20

 where Jesus, who 

went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a 

high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 

           Hebrews 6:13–20 

 

19

 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the 

Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 
20

 by a new and living 

way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 
21

 

and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
22

 let 

us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of 

faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 

conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 

23

 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who 

promised is faithful.                      Hebrews 10:19–23 

 

Hope in God by Trusting Him 
 

18

 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became 

the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, 

―So shall your offspring be.‖ 
19

 Without weakening in his faith, 

he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he 

was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was 

also dead. 
20

 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding 

the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and 

gave glory to God, 
21

 being fully persuaded that God had 

power to do what he had promised. 
22

 This is why ―it was 

credited to him as righteousness.   Romans 4:18–22 

 

1

 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of 

what we do not see. 
2

 This is what the ancients were 

commended for.       Hebrews 11:1–2 

 

Put Your Hope in the Resurrection  

of Jesus Christ  
 

12

 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the 

dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection 

of the dead? 
13

 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not 

even Christ has been raised. 
14

 And if Christ has not been 

raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 
15

 More  


