and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous. Matthew 5:43-45

27 But | tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, ?® bless those who curse you, pray for
those who mistreat you. % If someone strikes you on one
cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your
cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. *° Give to
everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to
you, do not demand it back. *' Do to others as you would have
them do to you. *? If you love those who love you, what credit
is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them.

Luke 6:27-32

The Love Chapter

"If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not
love, | am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. ? If |
have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and
all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains,
but have not love, | am nothing. ’ If | give all | possess to the
poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love,
I gain nothing. * Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy,
it does not boast, it is not proud.’ It is not rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
¢ Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres.® Love never fails. But where there are prophecies,
they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled;
where there is knowledge, it will pass away. ° For we know in
part and we prophesy in part, '° but when perfection comes,
the imperfect disappears. ' When | was a child, | talked like a
child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a child. When |
became a man, | put childish ways behind me. '> Now we see
but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to
face. Now | know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | am
fully known. '’ And now these three remain: faith, hope and
love. But the greatest of these is love.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13
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REMEMBER His Love for Us!

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. John 3:16

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8

* Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble
or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger
or sword?’® As it is written: “For your sake we face death all
day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” >
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. *® For | am convinced that neither death
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, *° neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:35-39

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4:10

RESPOND to His Love by Loving Him!
“If you love me, you will obey what | command.” John 14:15

2"Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one
who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father,
and | too will love him and show myself to him.” > Then Judas
(not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to
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show yourself to us and not to the world?” % Jesus replied, “If
anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with
him. ?* He who does not love me will not obey my teaching.
These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the
Father who sent me.” John 14:21-24

" For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that
one died for all, and therefore all died. '* And he died for all,
that those who live should no longer live for themselves but
for him who died for them and was raised again.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15

REFLECT His Love by Loving Others!

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” There is
no commandment greater than these. Mark 12:31

3 A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have

loved you, so you must love one another. ** By this all men

will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.
John 13:34-35

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now
remain in my love. '° If you obey my commands, you will
remain in my love, just as | have obeyed my Father’s
commands and remain in his love. "' | have told you this so
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be
complete. > My command is this: Love each other as | have
loved you. '* Greater love has no one than this, that he
lay down his life for his friends. '* You are my friends if you
do what | command. '’ | no longer call you servants, because
a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, |
have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my
Father | have made known to you. '® You did not choose me,
but | chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit —
fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you
ask in my name. " This is my command: Love each other.”
John 15:9-17

® Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is
good. '° Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor
one another above yourselves. Romans 12:9-10

& Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt
to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has
fulfilled the law.° The commandments, “Do not commit
adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and
whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up
in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” '° Love does
no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of
the law. Romans 13:8-10

'2 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience.'® Bear with each other and forgive
whatever grievances you may have against one another.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. '* And over all these virtues
put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
Colossians 3:12-14

The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure
heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.
1 Timothy 1:5

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth
so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one
another deeply, from the heart. 1 Peter 1:22

”Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows
God. & Whoever does not love does not know God, because God
is love. ®° This is how God showed his love among us: He sent
his one and only Son into the world that we might live
through him. '° This is love: not that we loved God, but that
he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our
sins. '’ Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to
love one another. '> No one has ever seen God; but if we love
one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in
us. 1 John 4:7-12

Love Your Enemies!

* You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.’ * But | tell you: Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you, * that you may be sons of
your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil



