Wholeheartedly

*For | testify that they gave as much as they were able, and
even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, “ they
urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this
service to the saints. > And they did not do as we expected, but
they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in
keeping with God’s will. 2 Corinthians 8:3-5

Being content with what God gives us
"I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed
your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but
you had no opportunity to show it. "' | am not saying this
because | am in need, for | have learned to be content
whatever the circumstances. 2| know what it is to be in need,
and | know what it is to have plenty. | have learned the secret
of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed
or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. > | can do
everything through him who gives me strength.

Philippians 4:10-13

¢ But godliness with contentment is great gain. ” For we
brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out
of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content
with that. 1 Timothy 6:6-8

For Christ’s sake
3 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and
said: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me. ** For whoever wants to
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and
for the gospel will save it. *°* What good is it for a man to gain
the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?

Mark 8:34-36
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That We Remember God
Owns Everything

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and
all who live in it. Psalm 24:1

7 Hear, O my people, and | will speak, O Israel, and | will
testify against you: | am God, your God. ® | do not rebuke you
for your sacrifices or your burnt offerings, which are ever
before me. ° | have no need of a bull from your stall or of
goats from your pens, '° for every animal of the forest is
mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. "' | know every bird
in the mountains, and the creatures of the field are mine.
Psalm 50:7-11

‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the Lord
Almighty. Haggai 2:8

That We Remember that We are
Accountable to God

It is written: “As surely as | live,” says the Lord, ‘every knee
will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.” ”
Romans 14:11

But the one who does not know and does things deserving
punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone
who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from
the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will
be asked. Luke 12:48
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That We Follow Jesus’ Example in
Giving and Serving

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you
through his poverty might become rich. 2 Corinthians 8:9

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. Mark 10:45

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. John 3:16

That We have the Proper Attitude Toward
What God has Given Us

Do not love money or possessions.

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs. 1 Timothy 6:10

Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against
all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions.” Luke 12:15

Do not give to put on a show.

" “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before
men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward
from your Father in heaven. ? “So when you give to the needy,
do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. | tell
you the truth, they have received their reward in full. * But
when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, * so that your giving may be in
secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will
reward you. Matthew 6:1-4

Do not put your trust in money.

'”Command those who are rich in this present world not to be
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides
us with everything for our enjoyment. '* Command them to do
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing

to share. '’ In this way they will lay up treasure for
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that
they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

1 Timothy 6:17-19
Do not serve money.
No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.

Matthew 6:24

Place your heart on eternal things.

'“ Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.
20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth
and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in
and steal. ?' For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also. Matthew 6:19-21

That We would Practice Good Stewardship...

To honor the Lord

9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all
your crops; '° then your barns will be filled to overflowing,
and your vats will brim over with new wine. Proverbs 3:9-10

To seek God’s kingdom
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well.

Matthew 6:33

Out of love
If I give all | possess to the poor and surrender my body to
the flames, but have not love, | gain nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:3

Cheerfully

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7

Liberally

" And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace
that God has given the Macedonian churches.  Out of the
most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme
poverty welled up in rich generosity. 2 Corinthians 8:1-2



