Live Out God’s Will by being Thankful

' Be joyful always; " pray continually; '® give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Let Thanksgiving be...

A normal part of your prayers

® Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests
to God.’ And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7

A normal part of your conversation

3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual
immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because
these are improper for God's holy people.* Nor should there
be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of
place, but rather thanksgiving. Ephesians 5:3-4

' Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual
songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord,

2 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ephesians 5:19-20

A normal part of your life

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him. Colossians 3:17
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Remember that Thanklessness Separates
People from God

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as
God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile
and their foolish hearts were darkened. Romans 1:21

Remember that Thanksgiving is a Normal
Part of Worship

I will give thanks to the LORD because of his righteousness
and will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most High.
Psalm 7:17

I will praise God's name in song and glorify him with
thanksgiving. Psalm 69:30

Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with
music and song. Psalm 95:2

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name. Psalm 100:4

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make music to our God
on the harp. Psalm 147:7

Thank God for...

Him reaching people with His grace

All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching
more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to
the glory of God. 2 Corinthians 4:15



Setting us free from sin

But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to
sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which
you were entrusted. Romans 6:17

Answering prayers for protection

The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in
him, and | am helped. My heart leaps for joy and | will give
thanks to him in song. Psalm 28:7

'° He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will
deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will continue
to deliver us, "' as you help us by your prayers. Then many
will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted
us in answer to the prayers of many. 2 Corinthians 1:10-11

Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from the nations,
that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your
praise. Psalm 106:47

Giving us victory over death
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:57

Leading us in His triumph

But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal
procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the
fragrance of the knowledge of him. 2 Corinthians 2:14

The spiritual fruit born in the lives of believers

'> For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, '° | have not
stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers. Ephesians 1:15-16

The generosity of Christians (and be generous yourself)

' Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food
will also supply and increase your store of seed and will
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. ' You will be made
rich in every way so that you can be generous on every
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God. '* This service that you perform is not
only supplying the needs of God's people but is also

overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. '* Because
of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will
praise God for the obedience that accompanies your
confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in
sharing with them and with everyone else. '* And in their
prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the
surpassing grace God has given you. > Thanks be to God for
his indescribable gift! 2 Corinthians 9:10-15

All the food He provides for us

* For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be
rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, * because it is
consecrated by the word of God and prayer. 1Timothy 4:4-5

His presence with us and for His wonderful deeds
We give thanks to you, O God, we give thanks, for your Name
is near; men tell of your wonderful deeds. Psalm 75:1

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be made for everyone... 1 Timothy 2:1

His goodness and enduring love
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures
forever. Psalm 107:1

Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and
his wonderful deeds for men, Psalm 107:8

His righteous laws
At midnight I rise to give you thanks for your righteous laws.
Psalm 119:62

The elements of the Lord’s Table

% While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;

this is my body.”*” Then he took the cup, gave thanks and

offered it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.”
Matthew 26:26-27

The privilege of making Him known among the nations of
the world
Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known

among the nations what he has done. Psalm 105:1



