For Widows

For older needy widows

3 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in
need. * But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these
should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by

caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and

grandparents, for this is pleasing to God. > The widow who is
really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and
continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help. ° But
the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives.
”Give the people these instructions, too, so that no one may
be open to blame. ¢ If anyone does not provide for his
relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has
denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. ° No widow
may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has
been faithful to her husband, '°and is well known for her
good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing
hospitality, washing the feet of the saints, helping those in
trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds.

1 Timothy 5:3-10

For younger widows

"' As for younger widows, do not put them on such a list. For
when their sensual desires overcome their dedication to
Christ, they want to marry. "> Thus they bring judgment on
themselves, because they have broken their first pledge.

'’ Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going
about from house to house. And not only do they become
idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying things they
ought not to. '* So | counsel younger widows to marry, to have
children, to manage their homes and to give the enemy no
opportunity for slander. '* Some have in fact already turned
awaly to follow Satan. 1 Timothy 5:11-15
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For Married Women

Regarding Their Character
and Work Ethic

'° A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far
morve than rubies. "' Her husband has full confidence in her
and lacks nothing of value. '* She brings him good, not harm,
all the days of her life. * She selects wool and flax and works
with eager hands. '* She is like the merchant ships, bringing
her food from afar. * She gets up while it is still dark; she
provides food for her family and portions for her servant
girls. '® She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings
she plants a vineyard. " She sets about her work vigorously;
her arms are strong for her tasks. '® She sees that her
trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night.
% In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the spindle
with her fingers. *° She opens her arms to the poor and
extends her hands to the needy. *' When it snows, she has no
fear for her household; for all of them are clothed in scarlet.
22 She makes coverings for her bed; she is clothed in fine linen
and purple. 2 Her husband is respected at the city gate,
where he takes his seat among the elders of the land. ** She
makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies the
merchants with sashes. ** She is clothed with strength and
dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. *° She speaks with
wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. ¥’ She
watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat
the bread of idleness. *® Her children arise and call her
blessed; her husband also, and he praises her:** “Many
women do noble things, but you surpass them all.”*° Charm
is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears
the Lord is to be praised. *' Give her the reward she has
earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.
Proverbs 31:10-31
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A wife of noble character is her husband’s crown, but a
disgraceful wife is like decay in his bones. Proverbs 12:4

Regarding their Relationships
with their Husbands

To respect and submit to them

22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. ** For the
husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the
church, his body, of which he is the Savior. ** Now as the
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their
husbands in everything. Ephesians 5:22-24

... And the wife must respect her husband. Ephesians 5:33b

Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so
that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won
over without words by the behavior of their wives.

1 Peter 3:1

To influence them through inner beauty

' Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so
that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won
over without words by the behavior of their wives, * when
they see the purity and reverence of your lives. ® Your beauty
should not come from outward adornment, such as braided
hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.
* Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in
God'’s sight.® For this is the way the holy women of the past
who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful.
They were submissive to their own husbands, ° like Sarah,
who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her
daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.
1 Peter 3:1-6

Regarding Their Ministry to
Other Women
* Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way

they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but
to teach what is good. * Then they can train the younger

women to love their husbands and children, ® to be self-

controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be
subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word
of God. Titus 2:3-5

Regarding Their Impact on Their Children
and Grandchildren

I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived
in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, |
am persuaded, now lives in you also. 2 Timothy 1:5

Protecting them

By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he
was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and
they were not afraid of the king'’s edict. Hebrews 11:23

Training them

® These commandments that | give you today are to be upon
your hearts.” Impress them on your children. Talk about
them when you sit at home and when you walk along the
road, when you lie down and when you get up.

Deuteronomy 6:6-7

Educating them

For | have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and
his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing
what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for
Abraham what he has promised him. Genesis 18:19

Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do
not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip
from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your
children and to their children after them. Deuteronomy 4:9

Providing for them

Now | am ready to visit you for the third time, and | will not
be a burden to you, because what | want is not your
possessions but you. After all, children should not have to
save up for their parents, but parents for their children.

2 Corinthians 12:14



